
What is LCWS? Changing the Lives of Students through 
Internships and Education

Academic Courses
Academic courses are offered in the fall and spring semesters and are taught in the 
evenings. Students receive a full semester of academic credit from their college for two 
courses and their internship.

Program Features:
Washington, D.C. is one of the most vibrant and exciting cities in the world. The       
nation’s capital offers unparalleled opportunities for internships in any field of study.

The Lutheran College Washington 
Semester is a small, personalized 
internship program owned and 
operated by thirteen private Lutheran 
institutions of higher learning. Students 
live, study, and intern while earning a 
full semester of academic credit from 
their college or university.  During fall 
and spring semesters, students work at 
internships four days a week and each 
Wednesday attend field trips, briefings, 
tours, and various other activities. 

While attending LCWS, students are 
also required to fulfill the Dean’s 
Requirements.  These include a 
Congressional Committee Summary, 
a Protest or Demonstration Paper, 

attending all field trips and events, and 
completing 12 hours of community 
service. Students also attend two classes 
held in the evenings in which students 
receive a full semester of academic 
credit from their home institution.

LCWS strives to expand on the excellent 
education already being bestowed upon 
their students by connecting them with 
an internship to help provide real-world 
experience to further the student’s 
education and career goals. We also 
strive to prepare students for life after 
college and help to make them active 
citizens in the community.

• Real-world work experience

• An affordable program for all majors

• $300 local transportation grant 
for all students in the fall or spring 
semesters

• A full semester of academic credit in 
the fall and spring semesters

• Housing in fully-furnished penthouse 
condos across the Potomac River 
from D.C.

• Housing fee includes all books, 
activities, utilities, high speed 
internet and cable TV

• Free fitness center for all students

• Only two blocks from the Rosslyn 
metro stop leading to all points in the 
nation’s capital

• Challenging seminar classes

• Field trips and meetings with experts

• Social and cultural activities

Whatever a students’ major, there is 
an internship experience for them in 
Washington, D.C.!  While the city is 
known best for being America’s center 
of politics and international relations, 
there are opportunities for everyone.  
World-class museums, major news 
organizations, and nonprofits of all 
types are located in Washington, D.C. 
and provide great experiences for 
students from all majors.

A semester spent interning in 
Washington, D.C. as an upperclassman 
is a great way to finalize post-
graduation plans.  Many LCWS students 
have networked their way into full-time 
jobs after their semesters spent working 
as an intern.

We work with each student individually 
to find a quality internship that will 
fit their skills and goals.  Below are 
just a few internships recently held by 
students:

US Department of Justice * Attorney 
General’s Office * US Senate * US House 
of Representatives * US Department 
of State * National Institutes of Health 
* Cable News Network (CNN) * Fox 
Broadcasting * Smithsonian Institute * 
The Kennedy Center for the Performing 
Arts * Meridian International Center 
* Amnesty International * Heritage 
Foundation * National Archives * 
Georgetown Medical Center * The 
White House * ABC * C-Span * NBC * 
NPR * Choral Arts Society * National 
Center for Missing and Exploited 
Children * Offender Aid & Restoration 
* Lutheran Social Services * N-Street 
Village * Various hospitals, clinics, 
nursing facilities and medical centers 
* DC Corporate Counsel (Public 
Prosecutor’s Office) * Woodrow Wilson 
House * Museum of Women in the Arts 
* US Holocaust Memorial Museum * 
US Chamber of Commerce * US Small 
Business Administration * National 
Building Museum * Arena Stage

Capital Landmarks in Art and 
Architecture

Public Policy Issues
Conflict and Compromise
Violence and Values
The Global Agenda
Controversy and the US Supreme Court

Business and Public Policy
American Diversity: Issues in Race, 

Religion, and Gender
The Washington Theatre Experience
Public Relations Seminar
American Heritage (Genealogy)
Independent Study

Housing
While staying with LCWS, students 
live in two bedroom/two bathroom 
penthouse condos located in the River 
Place community in Rosslyn, VA. 
Located across the Key Bridge from 
Georgetown, and two blocks from the 
Rosslyn Metro Station, students have easy 
access to all areas of Washington, D.C. 

Each condo is fully furnished including 
pots and pans, dishes, silverware, TV, 
desktop computer, and DVD player. 
Condos house three to four students 
depending on space. Each condo has 
a full-size stove, full-size refrigerator, 
dishwasher, microwave, coffee maker, 
toaster, garbage disposal, and a stacked 
washer/dryer unit.

Fall Semester (14 Weeks)-Deadline: 
April 1* The usual starting date is 
Labor Day weekend

Spring Semester (14 Weeks)-Deadline: 
October 15* The usual starting date 
is the second week of January

Summer Residential Internship 
Program (for credit or experience) 
Deadline: May 1*

We offer a 12 week, 9 week, or 6 week 
summer program held between mid-
May to mid-August.

Check the LCWS website at  
www.washingtonsemester.org for 
semester dates, deadlines, and course 
offerings.

*Please note: Each LCWS member 
school may have an earlier deadline 
for off-campus study. Students should 
be sure to check first with their Study 
Abroad or Off-Campus Studies Office to 
verify correct dates.

Typical Starting Dates:

Sample courses include:

How do I apply?
Students in any major can study in the 
fall, spring, or summer in Washington, 
D.C. with the Lutheran College 
Washington Semester. Each week in the 
fall and spring, students participate in 
four days of internships and take two 
classes in the evenings. LCWS assists 
students in securing a fall or spring 
internship and students will earn credit 
hours for the internship and the two 
courses from their home institution. 
Students should be a junior or senior 
(some second semester sophomores may 
be eligible), preferably with a 3.0 GPA 
or better.

Applications are available on the LCWS 
website at washingtonsemester.org. Fill 
out the application form and return it 
to the LCWS campus representative at 
your school. 



What does the program cost?

Campus RepresentativesFor the summer
A Summer Residential Internship 
Program is available for all current and 
former students. Students may enroll in 
the summer for academic credit or for 
experience without academic credit.

Enrollees may choose between a 6 week, 
9 week, or 12 week summer housing 
program. The cost varies depending 
upon length of stay. Check the website 
at washingtonsemester.org for details or 
call LCWS at (703) 525-5292.

While attending the LCWS program 
in the fall or spring students will pay 
regular tuition to their school while 
paying a housing and program fee to 
LCWS.  This fee covers the expense for 
housing in a fully furnished condo, a 
ticket to a theater show or other special 
event attended as a group, entrance to 
any paid museums done as a group, 
registration for amenities at River Place, 
and other events that may come about 
during the semester.

Application Deposit = $250 (Non-
refundable) Paid before application 
deadline

Tuition = Paid to school as usual

LCWS Housing Fee = Check with your 
campus representative for current costs

In order to help with travel expenses 
while in Washington, D.C., the LCWS 
program provides a $300 local 
transportation grant to all fall and 
spring students.

Students cook their own food so costs 
vary for food depending on grocery 
shopping and how much eating out 
is done. Students should also plan to 
spend approximately $50 per week for 
public transportation including trips to 
and from required LCWS events.

Augustana College (SD):  
Emily Wanless, Ph.D. 
emily.wanless@augie.edu 
Government & International Affairs/
Political Science,  
243 Madsen Center 
(605) 274-4622

California Lutheran University: 
Herbert Gooch, III, Ph.D. 
gooch@callutheran.edu 
Department of Political Science,  
Swenson Social Sciences # 221 
(805) 493-3348

Concordia College (Moorhead):  
Max Richardson, Ph.D. 
richards@cord.edu 
Department of Political Science,  
Old Main 310 
(218) 299-3526

Concordia University Chicago:  
Robert Hayes, Ph.D. 
robert.hayes@cuchicago.edu 
Department of History, Philosophy,  
and Political Science,  
West Annex, #205 
(708) 209-3007

Gettysburg College:  
Rebecca Bergren 
rbergren@gettysburg.edu 
Director, Center for Global Education 
(717) 337-6866

Lenoir-Rhyne University: 
Joseph Mancos, Ph.D. 
mancosj@lr.edu 
Department of Political Science,  
Mauney 304 
(828) 328-7216

Luther College:  
John Moeller, Ph.D. 
moellerj@luther.edu 
Department of Political Science,  
Koren 318 
(563) 387-1221

Muhlenberg College:  
Donna Kish-Goodling, Ph.D. 
kishgood@muhlenberg.edu 
Dean, Global Education,  
Multicultural Center – 2nd Floor 
(484) 664-3479

Roanoke College: 
Todd Peppers, Ph.D. 
peppers@roanoke.edu 
Department of Public Affairs,  
Francis T. West Hall 212 
(540) 375-2417

Susquehanna University: 
Scott Manning, Ph.D. 
crossculturalprogram@susqu.edu 
Dean of Global Programs,  
Hassinger Hall – Rm 001 
(570) 372-4256

Thiel College: 
Robert A. Wells, Ph.D.  
rwells@thiel.edu 
Department of Political Science,  
AC-253 
(724) 589-2085

Valparaiso University: 
Amy Atchison, Ph.D. 
amy.atchison@valpo.edu 
Department of Political Science & 
International Relations,  
Arts & Sciences Building, Office 323 
(219) 464-5348

Wittenberg University: 
Edward B. Hasecke, Ph.D. 
ehasecke@wittenberg.edu 
Department of Political Science, 
Hollenbeck 208 
(937) 327-6104

LUTHERAN COLLEGE  
WASHINGTON SEMESTER

An Experience of a LifetimeContact Info:
Lutheran College Washington Semester 

1025 Arlington Boulevard 
Arlington, VA 22209

www.WashingtonSemester.org 
         Facebook.com/DCsemester |      @DCsemester 

(703) 525-5292  
Intern@WashingtonSemester.org

• Augustana College (SD)

• California Lutheran University 

• Concordia College (MN)

• Concordia University Chicago

• Gettysburg College

• Lenoir-Rhyne University 

• Luther College

• Muhlenberg College

• Roanoke College

• Susquehanna University

• Thiel College

• Valparaiso University

• Wittenberg University

Our Schools:


